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and its volunteers has bettered the lives of
countless families in my community. I know
my colleagues will join me in congratulating
Larry and Barbara Meister for the honor they
so richly deserve and thank them for decades
of dedication to others.
f

HOGAN FAMILY REUNION

HON. BOB BARR
OF GEORGIA
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Tuesday, June 13, 2000

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to honor and recognize the descend-
ants of the city of Hogansville, GA, as they set
aside June 15–18, 2000, to have the second,
ever, Hogan Family Reunion. The founding fa-
ther, William Hogan, established a one-man
plantation in the 1930’s which encompassed
much of the current town of Hogansville.

William Hogan’s efforts to stimulate the local
economy began by ceding the right of way to
the Atlanta and West Railroad, which eventu-
ally led to the town being chartered in 1870.

William had 18 children, accounting for 11
lines of descendants. Representatives of nine
of those lines from 11 states, along with the
entire town of Hogansville are invited to share
in the festivities as Hogansville remembers its
founding father, William Hogan.

Frances Hogan Moss, following in the foot-
steps of her father, William Hogan, Jr., has
been instrumental in coordinating the reunion
and is looking forward to the momentous oc-
casion.
f
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
Dr. Randolph D. Smoak, Jr., a renowned sur-
geon from Orangeburg, South Carolina. To-
morrow, June 14, Dr. Smoak will be inaugu-
rated as 155th President of the American
Medical Association (AMA) at its annual con-
vention in Chicago, Illinois. A member of the
AMA Board of Trustees since 1992, Dr.
Smoak has been a member of its Executive
Committee since 1994. Dr. Smoak currently
chairs the American Medical Accreditation
Program (AMAP) Governing Body, and is lead
spokesperson for AMA’s anti-smoking cam-
paign. He served as AMA Commissioner to
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) from
1996–1999 and as the AMA’s official rep-
resentative to the National Health Council
since 1994.

Born in Bamberg, South Carolina, Dr.
Smoak received a Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of South Carolina (USC) in
Columbia, and his medical degree from the
Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC)
in Charleston. After completing his internship
at Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, and residency training at the University of
Texas Anderson Cancer Center in Houston,
Texas, he returned to his home state to estab-
lish a surgical practice.

Dr. Smoak’s dedication to organized medi-
cine has been evident through his years of
service on the state and national level. He has
served in virtually every leadership capacity in
the South Carolina medical community, includ-
ing President of SCMA, Chair of the SCMA
Political Action Committee, and President of
the South Carolina Medical Care Foundation.
He is a founding member of the South Caro-
lina Oncology Society and served from 1992
to 1998 as Governor to the American College
of Surgeons.

Dr. Smoak is a fellow of the American Col-
lege of Surgeons and a diplomat of the Amer-
ican Board of Surgery. He is a clinical pro-
fessor of surgery at the Medical University of
South Carolina and clinical associate pro-
fessor of surgery at the USC School of Medi-
cine. Dr. Smoak’s involvement in civic activi-
ties includes service as President of the South
Carolina Division of the American Cancer So-
ciety, a member of the Orangeburg-Calhoun
Technical College Foundation Board, and Lt.
Governor of Carolina’s Kiwanis Club.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Dr.
Randolph D. Smoak for his meritorious serv-
ice, indelible leadership, and unparalleled de-
votion in the field of medicine, and his contin-
ued success as the President of the American
Medical Association.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Richard Di Bari on his retirement
from the Jersey City Policy Department after
29 years of serving and protecting the public.

Officer Di Bari began his career in 1971 as
a foot patrolman. Since then, he has served
with distinction and honor in a variety of posi-
tions, including scooter patrol, motorcycle
radar instruction and enforcement,
breathalyzer operator, grant writer, patrol offi-
cer, staff member of Support Services, Chief’s
office staff, and day tour desk assistant.

For three decades, Officer Di Bari has
worked tirelessly to serve his community. His
career reflects the character and dedication
police officers require to succeed at meeting
the considerable challenges of police work.
This degree of dedication is based on a sim-
ple truth: the police have an obligation to
serve and protect; and a community only pros-
pers when its citizens are enabled to work and
live in safety. Officer Di Bari understands this
truth, and he lives by it.

He has received a commendation, a valor
award FOP, a Motorcycle Unit Citation, and
has been awarded four times for excellent po-
lice service.

I ask my colleagues to join me as I honor
Richard Di Bari for his distinguished 29-year
career as a police officer.

THE RETIREMENT OF JOHN BURKE
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call to

the attention of our colleagues the retirement
of an outstanding teacher who dedicated his
life to helping his students.

John Burke has influenced the lives of so
many and is a man of great character and no-
toriety. He is looked upon with great respect
and honor in the teaching profession.

Since 1967, John has served the Nanuet
School District in Nanuet, New York, begin-
ning his career as a Business Law Teacher.
After serving as a business teacher for six
years, he then became Nanuet’s Assistant
Principal from 1973–1978. From 1978 to the
present he has served as Principal of Nanuet
High School.

In 1994, John Burke was awarded the Rob-
ert J. Drennan Administrator of the Year
Award from Rockland School Administrators
Association. In addition to that John has other
outstanding accomplishments such as the
M.B.W.A., a degree in administration, known
as Management By Walking Around, and two
degrees. In addition to being principal, John
has been involved in the school’s extra-
curricular activities. He established the
L.E.N.S (Leadership Exchange for Network
Students) program.

John’s students have said: ‘‘Through the
years you have always come to our games to
cheer us on, to applaud our plays, to sing
along with us at our concerts; wherever we
look you were there to support us. If we were
involved, you were involved. You have shown
this affectionate concern with us and the
Nanuet community. Our parents trust you and
believe that we children are safe with you. We
thank you for your invisible warm hands.’’

Mr. Speaker, I invite our colleagues to join
in extending a warm thank you to John Burke
for his dedication, his support, faithfulness,
and love for his students, community, and his
job. Well done John!
f

RABBI DR. H. JOSEPH SIMCKES
AND CHANA SIMCKES
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today

to celebrate and honor Rabbi Dr. H. Joseph
and Chana Simckes on the occasion of the
25th Anniversary of their association with the
Hollis Hills Jewish Center. It is with great pride
that I pay tribute to two people who I have
known closely, and with whom I have worked
with on numerous issues critical to the Jewish
community and beyond. Joseph and Chana
Simckes have made the Jewish sage Hillel’s
ancient dictum, ‘‘Do not separate yourself from
the community,’’ a living guide for their lives
and the basis for their continuing efforts to
promote social justice and human dignity from
within and beyond the walls of the synagogue.

Rabbi Simckes has been an exemplary spir-
itual leader, teaching Jewish values and pro-
viding moral guidance by his personal exam-
ple, and I confidently expect that he will con-
tinue to be a source of leadership, learning
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